
 
 

1)​ What are the principles that should ground our commitments in the 
Declaration on Future Generations?  

 
The Summit of the Future is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to enhance 
cooperation on critical challenges and address gaps in global governance, reaffirm 
existing commitments, including the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
United Nations Charter, and move towards a reinvigorated multilateral system that is 
better positioned to positively impact people’s lives. 
  
Any Declaration on Future Generations must be grounded in principles of human 
rights1, equity, and inclusion. It must also be guided by the principle of policy 
coherence, recognizing the complexity of modern challenges by addressing 
interconnected issues collaboratively. In our input, we would like to particularly stress 
how policy coherence is a driver of health equity and climate justice and the only way 
member states can fully promote the One Health2 approach.  
 
To align with the 2030 Agenda, the Pact for the Future must take practical steps to 
inclusively involve future generations, especially marginalized groups, in 
decision-making. All people - regardless of their age, life choices or health status - 
deserve to have their basic rights respected and safeguarded – and that includes the 
rights of young key populations. 
 
The World Bank and the World Health Organization's data3 highlights that at least 
half of the world's population lacks full coverage of essential health services. Among 
them, young people, particularly those marginalized (such as young people who use 
drugs) or living in low and middle-income countries, face greater challenges in 
accessing healthcare. A survey4 conducted by Youth RISE in 2021 showed that 33% 
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of respondents accessed healthcare services through out-of-pocket expenses, and 
many had been denied healthcare due to financial constraints.  
 
Young people still lack access5 to mental health care, comprehensive Sexual & 
Reproductive Health Rights (SRHR), harm reduction programs and non-coerced 
non-forced drug disorder treatment. Obstacles to accessing these essential health 
services are the result of laws and policies that promote stigma, discrimination, and 
criminalization based on age, identity, or other status. For instance, criminalization of 
sex work, same-sex sexual activity, being transgender, and drug use and possession 
continue to pose barriers to young key populations accessing HIV services, as well 
as acting as methods of excluding them from enjoying other rights such as 
education. This also has knock-on effects on life development due to criminal 
records being a barrier to employment, housing, education, and mobility.    
 
The latest UNAIDS data6 highlights that many countries still have restrictive laws and 
policies surrounding the "age of consent" laws prohibiting access to SRHR services, 
harm reduction and related services. Such limitations unleash harmful outcomes in 
various aspects of young people’s lives. For instance, an estimated 250,000 
Adolescent Girls and Young Women (AGYW) were newly infected with HIV in 2021, 
with 82% of them from Sub-Saharan Africa. Such numbers might indicate the reason 
why adolescent girl schooling completion rates remain low, with only 44% completing 
lower secondary school and 26% completing higher secondary school.  
 
As highlighted during a multi-stakeholder consultation organized by UNODC, 
UNICEF, WHO, INPUD and Youth RISE, in November 2023, young people who use 
drugs are systematically and negatively impacted by the consequences of punitive 
and criminalising drug policies. A robust body of international evidence shows us that 
current policies are failing7 to address drug-related matters, and the most impacted 
are the future generations. Young people are using more drugs8 compared with 
previous generations. At the same time, they are the most harmed by the negative 
results of punitive policies.   
 
They face discrimination and barriers in accessing essential health services, which 
violates their right to health. They also deal with criminalization, which brings life-long 
consequences that curb their development opportunities. For instance, the OHCHR’s 
report9 on human rights challenges in addressing and countering all aspects of the 
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world drug problem, published in September 2023, showed how random mandatory 
drug testing in school settings and expulsion from education for drug use violates 
young people’s rights to accessing education. 
 
The COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated existing challenges for young people, 
underscoring the need for their representation in public institutions. According to the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union's report10 on Youth Participation in National Parliaments 
(2021), the global proportion of Members of Parliament aged under 30 has increased 
to 2.6% in recent years. While this represents a positive trend, it remains insufficient 
given that 50% of the world's population falls under this age group. Youth quotas 
have proven effective in increasing youth representation, similar to gender parity 
quotas. Evidence indicates that well-designed youth quotas, similar to gender parity 
quotas, and that also include marginalised youth, can further enhance youth 
representation. 
  
 

2)​ What practical steps are needed at the global level to take future 
generations systematically into account?  

 
To abide by the 2030 Agenda11’s core principle of leaving no one behind, the text of 
the Pact for the Future must include practical steps to systematically include future 
generations, especially marginalized groups, in our decision-making. It must put into 
practice measures that acknowledge and respond to the ‘wicked problems’ of our 
times. That means recognizing the interconnections of diverse issues and the need 
for collaboration across different sectors in the crafting of policy solutions. 
 
It is essential to address policy coherence for sustainable development. Advancing 
sustainable development requires a focus on synergies through systemic 
approaches that consider interlinkages of human-planetary systems and 
subsystems. Policymaking should integrate economic, social, and environmental 
dimensions, considering cross-boundary spillover effects. Policy coherence12 for 
sustainable development goes beyond "doing no harm" and aims at "doing good" by 
maximizing synergies and mitigating trade-offs. It emphasizes multi-sectoral 
linkages, multi-actor partnerships, and institutional and governance mechanisms to 
achieve sustainable development goals. 
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Here, we highlight, for example, the case of drug policy and the vast international 
evidence that exposes its links to achieving the SDG goals13. Drug control 
intersects14 with much15 of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Data has 
shown us that the current war on drugs16 approach is a war on people and a key 
driver of violence, organised crime, corruption and state capture in ecologically 
fragile regions. It leads to harmful environmental impacts, particularly in countries 
where illegal drug production is carried out. Reforming the international approach to 
drugs is not only relevant to the cause of climate justice but an essential part17 of the 
solution.  
 
In 2019, UN Member States, WHO, UNAIDS, UNDP and leading human rights and 
drug policy experts developed the International Guidelines on Human Rights and 
Drug Policy18 - a comprehensive set of international legal standards for placing 
human dignity and sustainable development at the centre of Member State 
responses to illicit drug economies. The Guidelines are an example of the support 
that UNDP provides to integrate international human rights commitments into 
national, regional, and global policy and programmes practically. It is also the result 
of agreements adopted in 2018, with the UN Common Position19 on drug policy, to 
support collaboration within the United Nations system on implementing international 
drug control policy.  
 
 

3)​ What should the Summit of the Future aim to achieve so that we live up 
to our obligations to future generations?  
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As highlighted20 in the preparatory briefing for the Summit of the Future, the UN 
System can better support Member States in achieving the SDGs by adopting 
cultural and skills transformation in the UN System entities. Multilateral, long-term 
focused and inclusive decision-making at the global level consciously avoids 
foreseeable harms and safeguards the interests of future generations.   
  
That is why the Summit of the Future must aim to reform counterproductive policies 
and international approaches. The Pact for the Future must acknowledge and 
foresee actions towards the UN 2.021, which upgrades expertise in innovation, data, 
digital, foresight, and behavioural science to enhance UN System results and help 
build similar Member State expertise to accelerate shared progress towards the 
SDGs. 
  
Based on the aforementioned points, we urge member states to: 
1.​Recognise Young People's Right to Health: Member states should recognise that 

laws and policies preventing young people from accessing healthcare and other 
services based on age, identity, or other status act as barriers to their right to 
health and must be removed. This includes removing punitive laws that criminalise 
sex work, drug use, LGBTQ+ identities, and gender-affirming care and engaging 
communities in inclusive processes for decriminalisation, legalisation, and 
regulation. 

2.​Empower Young People as Leaders and Partners: The political declaration should 
acknowledge and support young people as leaders and partners of Agenda 2030. 
Member states should back this recognition with adequate funding for youth-led 
interventions to achieve SDG 3.3 and other sustainable development goals. 

3.​Include Language and Support for Adolescents in all their Diversity: It is crucial to 
ensure that the political declaration includes specific language addressing the 
unique issues faced by adolescents and young people in all their diversity. 
Member states must commit to providing adequate holistic support during their 
critical life changes. 

4.​Promote Youth Representation and Participation: Member states should place a 
strong emphasis on civil society and youth engagement. This includes 
encouraging the inclusion of youth in their delegations, providing opportunities for 
young people to speak in national and international fora, and allocating specific 
slots for civil society to address the assembly alongside member states. We urge 
governments to mainstream the perspectives of organisations representing young 
key populations (i.e. young people living with HIV and young people who use 
drugs.  

5.​Encourage and support data collection in collaboration with academia and civil 
society:  National data collection must also be improved to yield an accurate 
picture of challenges on the ground and utilise the research conducted by the 
scientific community and civil society actors. 
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6.​Use evidence to inform sustainable and effective funding allocation: Funding must 
be equitably allocated to evidence-based services accessible to all people - 
particularly young key populations.  

 
In closing, may this Summit serve as a turning point - one where we live up to our 
solemn pledge of protecting the well-being of future generations and ensuring the 
rights and participation of all citizens, regardless of their age or health status. That 
should be the guiding principle for building a just and sustainable future for the 
generations to come. 


